       The Balfour Declaration





World War I kindled the hope for a Jewish State. Chaim Weizmann, after consultations with his Zionist colleagues and with the assistance of leading British statesmen, (among them, Lloyd George and Arthur Lord Balfour), won from the British government a declaration favoring the establishment of a Jewish national home. Its issuance was made conditional on the approval of America, Britain’s ally. The endorsement was secured from President Wilson by Louis D. Brandeis, then Supreme Court Justice, working together with Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, Brandeis’s successor as chairman of the Provisional Executive Committee, a founder and president of the American and World Jewish Congress. The Balfour Declaration was formulated in a letter addressed to Lord Walter Rothschild, Honorary President of the British Zionist Federation, bearing the date of November 2, 1917.      It read:


