Using a Newspaper in the Classroom





Activities for intermediate and advanced classes





Introductory Remarks





There  are at least FIVE excellent reasons for using newspapers in the classroom:





They are an adult medium that appeals to the adolescent student


They bridge the gap between the classroom and the outside world.


They open a window to other cultures and events happening throughout the world.


The variety of topics - something for everybody- motivates students to read and express themselves.


These activities should also be seen as fulfilling a larger general educational purpose in preparing informed, involved and open-minded citizens.





There are two other important aspects:





Using newspapers in the classroom gives the teacher an opportunity to teach about freedom of speech, tolerance and individual responsibility - all within the framework of “teaching democracy.”


Using the newspaper can expand students’ understanding of modern communications, making then critical consumers of the mass media.








Vocabulary Building





Intermediate Level  (Grades 7 - 10)





Word Search Game: Divide the class into subject areas - health weather, space, natural disaster, international affairs. Each group must try to find 20 words belonging to their subject area from the newspaper.


Locate Information: Find the answer to the five W’s and H (who, what, Where, When, Why, and How) in the lead story.


Bulletin Board: divide the notice board into four or five sections - sports, politics, economics, fashion, and so on. Pupils cut out pictures and words from the newspaper and clip them into the board according to sections.


Locate Words: Identify synonyms (or antonyms) in a feature story, according to a list prepared by the teacher.


Descriptive Words: the teacher blanks out descriptive words (adjective and adverbs) in a newspaper article and posts the list in alphabetical order. Working in groups, pupils then have to replace the words in the article.




















Advanced Level ( Grades 11 -12)





Locate Words: Pupils make a list of antonyms from editorials (for and against). The then try to write the reply.


Dictionary Practice: Pupils, working in groups, prepare a list of words and then write up dictionary definitions.


Homonyms: Discuss the ambiguity of many headlines.








READING COMPREHENSION





Intermediate Level





Locate Information: Pupils label the five W’s and H of the lead story, list them and then rewrite the story, changing the emphasis by rearranging them. 


Pronunciation: Pupils record top news stories on tape, as if they were broadcasters of a news program.


Locate Information: Pupils underline answers to questions prepared by the teacher, based on not-so-obvious facts.


Sequence: 


Pupils read an article and then prepare a diary or timetable of events.


The teacher cuts up a text and pupils have to arrange it in correct sequence. (It is best to photocopy the story and enlarge it.)





Follow-Up: Pupils make a “historical” scrapbook of a story as the events occur, such as “The Story of The Second Gulf  Crisis.”


Identify Main Ideas: Pupils underline key factual statements from an article they themselves select.


Fact/Opinion: Pupils copy key sentences and add ‘F’ (fact) or ‘O’ (opinion) after each sentence, using a story selected by the teacher. Care must be taken that students can distinguish between fact and opinion.





Advanced Level





Main Idea: The teacher writes a famous saying or statement on the board, and pupils look for a story that supports, illustrates or contradicts it. For example: “For the sake of peace, one may lie, but peace itself should never be a lie.”


Priorities: The teacher selects 10 news stories and has pupils rank them in order of importance. Pupils then have to explain their decisions.


Relevant Information: Pupils locate newspaper items relevant to various issues, for example, freedom of the press, human rights ,and so on.

















ORAL COMMUNICATION





Intermediate Level 





Reports: Pupils report orally on newspaper stories they have found interesting.


Topical Issues: The teacher leads a class discussion on topical issues in light of newspaper coverage.


Fact/Opinion: The teacher reads a feature story. Pupils then identify and discuss their assessment of the story’s facts, opinions and persuasive arguments.


Questions: the teacher prepares a questionnaire on a topical news story which evokes strong opinions and feelings. Pupils then interview each other. (The results can be worked into a written report.)


Pictorial Interpretations: Pupils have to match captions with pictures or cartoons, and then explain their choices. (This activity works well as a group project)





Advanced Level





Decision-Making: Using an editorial, an opinion or a hot news item, pupils separate into groups according to the position they identify with, and then discuss their differences. In presenting their positions, each side may select a spokesperson


A Follow-Up Exercise: Each person prepares a written statement presenting their groups position. 


Pictorial Interpretation: Working in groups, pupils interpret an editorial cartoon, and present their personal reaction to it.


General Knowledge: The class debates a current news story. Use parliamentary procedures. (It is advisable for the teacher to prepare a background or fact-sheet first.)


Interviewing: Pupils research a public issue and then interview two or three officials, relations and friends about it. The topic should require the pupils to conduct their interviews in English. Follow-Up: Write up the issue as a feature story.





WRITTEN COMPREHENSION 





Intermediate Level





Questions: Working in groups, the class chooses a news item and prepares as many questions as possible, answers to which can be found in the story. Each question must be composed of at least five words. Each group exchanges questions and answers them in writing.


Main and Supporting Ideas: The teacher prepares a list of four or five pieces of information drawn from a feature article. The class is given a jumbled version of the list and asked to find evidence for the information in the article. The class then puts the list into its correct order. (This assignment works best in groups.)


Pictorial Analysis: The teacher blanks out the dialogue in the bubbles of a cartoon. Pupils have to write their version of the dialogue, then compare with the original.


Self-Expression: Pupils make up a poem using headlines.


Main Idea: Pupils rewrite a feature story making it a third of its original length, retaining the main ideas.








Advanced Level:





Self-Expression: After studying examples of “Dear Auntie” letters, each pupil writes his/her own. The teacher selects four or five letters and sets up committees to write replies. The letters and the replies are then posted on the notice board.


Self- Expression: Pupils are invited to write individual letters to the editor, criticizing or supporting the paper’s editorial.


Prediction: The teacher selects a front-page story that is still ‘breaking’. Pupils summarize, in writing, problems and implications arising from the events. A few days later, the actual outcome is compared with the pupils’ predictions.
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