Jigsaw Activities 





A jigsaw activity is a group activity in which each member is dependent on the others for part of the information. In other words, in order to complete a task, group members must cooperate.





Jigsaw 1





A reading passage is divided into four or five parts. (Make sure each part of the text can be read and understood independently.)





The class is divided into groups of four or five pupils, called EXPERT groups. Each expert groups is given one part of the test to learn. The purpose of these groups is to enable learners to help each other study the material.





The pupils are then re-divided into HOME groups. Each home groups has representatives from each of the expert groups. Each member of the groups now teaches and shares his/her part of the text with the rest of the home group. The time given to the “sharing” phase depends on the difficulty and length of the material. Pupils must not show their part of the text, but must present it orally.





Expert Groups: 


All the A’ s get the first part of the reading comprehension. The B’s get the second  and so on.�
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Home Groups:


Each member reports back to the group. Each member is an ‘expert’ in his/her reaching section or topic.�
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Jigsaw 2





If the entire class used the same text, the pupils can be grouped into homogeneous EXPERT GROUPS. Each group is assigned a different topic to which the text relates. The stronger pupils can be asked to go to other sources - for example, to look up background information. The weaker pupils/groups can be given easier tasks, such as summarizing the contents of the text.





After completing the task in the EXPERT GROUPS, pupils are re-divided into HOME GROUPS (see Jigsaw 1), where they report to one another and complete a written task assignment by the teacher.





