   What kind of Teacher

        A checklist of skills
                                          Avi Tsur

The effective teacher of slow learners will -

* have a patient manner

* keep a sense of humor

* keep steady but friendly discipline

* speak clearly and give instructions

* be sensitive to individuals’ learning needs

* be aware of pupils’ changing emotional states

* plan lessons at appropriate levels for the pupils

* give praise, encouragement or constructive criticism

* make good relationships with children as individuals

* present materials so that lesson is lively and interesting
* assign a high priority to basic skills and to ‘learning for living’

* show consistent attitudes about matters such as classroom behavior

I have come to  a frightening  conclusion that I am the decisive element in the classroom.  It is my personal approach that creates the climate. It is my daily mood that makes the weather. 

As a  teacher  I possess  tremendous power to make  a child’s life  joyous or miserable.  I can be a tool of torture, or an instrument of inspiration. I can humiliate, humor, hurt or heal.

In all  situations  it is my response which decides whether a crisis will be escalated or de-escalated, a child humanized or de-humanized.

                                               Haim Ginnat 

