Awareness   

(as an EFL teacher)

Ten to twenty percent of our pupils are dyslexic in one way or another. 

The severely affected pupils are hopefully identified early and receive the appropriate support. By the time these students reach grade 4 and are ready to learn EFL, the teacher has been forewarned.

The mildly affected dyslexics are often not identified. Many of these pupils don’t settle down at school and become social outcasts. They are labeled as bright but lazy, slow learners, undisciplined, etc. The brighter kids learn to compensate in their L1 but have problems when faced with EFL as they start learning English at school. 

Learning to read and write a foreign language is difficult for all dyslexic pupils. It may very well be the sensitive English teacher who is the first to recognize signs of dyslexia in a pupil.
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