        How well do you know 

             your students? 

Could you give details about - Where s/he lives? What do you know about his/her parents,  siblings,  friends?  How much do you know about their likes / dislikes, hobbies?  How well does s/he perform in other lessons? With the information you have, be discrete and use it as a key to student success.
By getting as much information as you can about each pupil,  you can approach each according to his/her needs.

The antidote to failure is success.  Give encouragement and praise which should be both sincere and merited. Individuals will vary in their response to stimulus and reinforcement. 

          * Some children will brighten up at a smile, a kind word or a 

               pat on the back.  

             * Some may respond to tokens  -  merit cards or a smiley.   

             * Some students may seem totally immune and/or offensive to  

                praise and encouragement.

The concentration span of slow learners  is often limited.  By keeping lessons  interesting,  teaching methods varied,  and blocks of time on any one activity as long/short as necessary,  the teacher can do a great deal to sustain this concentration period.

Catering for individual differences needs a lot of thought and good preparation.

                                                  Avi Tsur                                                

